
Why Opt Out?



RTW Does NOT Mean…

 Unions are banned from organizing or 
bargaining

 Anyone is forced to opt out

 Employers are exempt from labor laws and 
regulations

BOTTOM LINE: If you like your 
union, you can keep your union.



Opting Out May Make Sense If…

You are not satisfied with the services 
you get from your union

You feel you could get a better deal 
bargaining with your employer directly

You don’t like being forced to financially 
contribute to a private organization

POLITICS



Services: Higher Wages?

“Germany's [non-union] Daimler AG workers at 
its plant in Alabama make the most per hour 
among U.S. auto workers, at an average of $65…”

-Bernie Woodall, Business Insider

Chart Courtesy of Center for Automotive Research

http://www.businessinsider.com/r-us-auto-workers-at-daimler-gm-lead-in-labor-cost-study--2015-3
http://yellowhammernews.com/business-2/auto-workers-make-more-in-right-to-work-alabama-than-anywhere-else-in-the-country/


Services: Job Security?

“Workers know that almost every job lost 
at U.S. car factories in the last 30 years has 
occurred at a unionized company, while 
almost every job gained has come at a 
non-union company.”

-Reuters’ Special Report, 2011

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/29/us-usa-autos-south-idUSTRE7BS0E020111229


The Cost of Union “Services”

According to the September 2011 UAW 
Contract Summary, General Motors Entry 
Level Wage is $19.28 an hour.

UAW Dues: “…the minimum monthly 
dues is an amount equivalent to 2.5 
hours of straight time.”

-uaw.org

http://www.uaw.org/content/gm-hourly
http://www.uaw.org/page/dues


$578.40 per year



This money may or may 
not help workers, but it 
definitely helps Democrats.



Bank of the Democratic Party

“[Political] spending...totaled $1.1 billion from 2005 
through 2011, according to the nonpartisan Center 
for Responsive Politics.

The unions' reports to the Labor Department 
capture an additional $3.3 billion that unions spent 
over the same period on political activity.”

-The Wall Street Journal, July 10, 2012

TOTAL SPENDING: $4.4 Billion…

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702304782404577488584031850026


…ALMOST ALL ON 
LIBERAL CAUSES AND 

CANDIDATES



“We spent a fortune to elect Barack 
Obama — $60.7 million to be 
exact — and we’re proud of it.”

-Andy Stern, former President of the SEIU 

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2009/05/13/big_labors_investment_in_obama_pays_off_96469.html


“[Labor] scored a huge victory in 
November when we re-elected 
President Barack Obama”

-Bob King, former UAW President

http://www.uaw.org/category/tags/progressive


Big Labor is Blue 
but Kentucky is 
Red.



KY Presidential Voting

2008

57.5% – McCain

41.1% – Obama

2012

60.5% – Romney

37.8% – Obama

Source: New York Times

http://elections.nytimes.com/2008/results/president/map.html
http://elections.nytimes.com/2012/results/president


Warren County 2012 Voting

60.1% – Romney 

38.3% – Obama

Source: New York Times

http://elections.nytimes.com/2012/results/president


243 union contributions 
totaling $325,645 for the 

Kentucky Democratic Party 
in 2012.

Source: Follow the Money

http://www.followthemoney.org/show-me?f-eid=4842&d-cci=99


US Representative John Yarmuth (D), 
Kentucky’s 3rd District

Top contributors included:

• Teamsters - $10,000

• United Auto Workers - $10,000

• Ironworkers Union - $9,500

Source: opensecrets.org

http://www.opensecrets.org/politicians/contrib.php?cid=n00028073&cycle=2014


UAW Supports Yarmuth…

Yarmuth supports gun restrictions:

“That is why I am a co-sponsor HR 
138...which bans the sale or transfer o f 
magazine, belts , drums…with a capacity 
of more than 10 rounds of 
ammunition…We have gun control in this 
country…We need stronger laws.”

Yarmuth’s Congressional Website

http://yarmuth.house.gov/press/oped-limit-rounds-weapons-can-carry/


UAW Supports Yarmuth…

Yarmuth supports socialized medicine:

“I have co-sponsored HR 676, the United 
States National Healthcare Act...this 
legislation establishes universal health 
insurance that is publicly financed.”

Yarmuth’s Congressional Website

http://yarmuth.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=111&itemid=506


“I got into the labor movement not 
because I wanted to negotiate wages. 
I got into the labor movement 
because I saw it as a vehicle to do 
massive social change…”

-Richard Trumka, president of the AFL–
CIO, an umbrella organization of 57 major 
unions including United Auto Workers
and United Mine Workers of America

http://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/politics/item/3651-union-head-richard-trumka-sees-afl-cio-as-socialist-vehicle


Trumka Wants to...

“fundamentally restructure 
our economy and re-establish 
popular control over the 
private corporations...”



WITH 
YOUR 

MONEY!



$578.40 per year

Entry-level GM worker dues:



Warren County Gas Price

$2.359 per gallon

Automotive.com, May 13, 2015

http://tools.automotive.com/gas-prices/32/kentucky/warren/


245.18 gallons of gas

A standard GM gas tank has an 18.5 gallon 
capacity, so if you fill your tank once a month that 
more than a year’s worth of gas.



Four day Caribbean 
cruise plus air fare 

is $725.27.

*Carnival Cruise line, food and room included. Stops including 
Miami, Key West and Cozumel, Mexico.



Right-to-Choose
Choose how your money is spent

Choose which candidates you support

Choose with whom and how you 
associate



“Unions are a 
school of 

communism”

-Vladimir Lenin


